Hell Raiser
The Life and Times
of an Organizer 
Glen Boatman
Glenwood Boatman, organizer, educator, activist.
Glen was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota May 23, 1945 at the end of WWII.  He attended Lake Harriet elementary school and won the city wide garden championship two years in a row.  He went to Southwest High in Minneapolis for one year.  The Family moved to Brooklyn Center, a suburb of Minneapolis, in 1959.  Glen attended Osseo Junior and Senior High School.  He was Captain of the Cross Country Team his senior year.  He ran the mile and the half mile in Track.  He was a member of the National Honor Society but also took all the industrial arts courses, as he wasn’t sure he could afford college.  He won the Parent Teacher Association Scholarship and planned to be a teacher. 
He worked all summer in the potato fields of Big Lake, Minnesota, in order to attend Mankato State College in 1963.  He was on the way to class when he heard that President Kennedy was killed.  He watched TV for days with other students in his dorm.  He studied chemistry, physics, and math but later studied psychology and political science.  He volunteered to build dikes during the flood in Mankato in the spring of 1964.  He worked for 75 cents an hour in the dorm cafeteria washing dishes.  He joined the Marine Corp Platoon Leaders Class and trained at Quantico for six weeks the summer of 1964, he liked the uniforms, and $6,000 a year as a Second Lieutenant upon graduation sounded great at the time. 
 In the fall of 1965 he transferred to the University of Minnesota and attended Vietnam Teach-Ins about the origin and disposition of the Vietnam War.  He dropped out of the University and thus the Marine PLC program.  In 1966-67 he attended Lutheran Bible Institute to investigate religion.  He worked the summer of 1967 at a Lutheran Church retreat camp, Holden Village, in the Cascade mountains in Washington State and climbed a half dozen mountains on weekends.  He slipped on an icy rock and nearly fell 2000 feet to his death and was so shaken he couldn’t finish the last 20 feet to the top of the mountain.  Had he fallen to his death then none of what follows would have happened and we would not have been blessed or cursed with his presence and his activity.  Glen was also in the front seat of a Chevy which was hit head on by a T bird in 1960 and he survived that crash as well with a bruise on his fore arm and a chipped tooth.  He watched the hood crumple up against the windshield.  The driver of the T-Bird went through his windshield.  Glen and the four others in the Chevy had few injuries but had to crawl out the windows as all the doors were jammed. Fortunately neither gasoline tank ruptured.  
Glen returned from Washington state to Minneapolis and worked in the potato fields and then restaurants and coffee houses.  In 1968, he joined Marv Davidov and the Honeywell Project, a group testifying for alternatives to antipersonnel fragmentation bombs.  He went to work at Honeywell Corporation’s Ordinance Division where he gathered information about the production of the fragmentation bombs.  The information he gathered became part of an antiwar booklet.  The campaign continued for many years.  The fragmentation bombs were being used indiscriminately against peasant civilians in Vietnam.  Later he demonstrated with more than a thousand protesters at the Honeywell Corporate Offices in downtown Minneapolis.  This pressure mounted and Honeywell eventually stopped making the bomblets, that still litter Laos, though they were made by a spin-off company, Alliant Techsystems ( ATK ), and, today, by Northrup Grumman Innovation Systems ( which acquired ATK in 2017 ).
In late 1968 he turned in his Draft Card at an Antiwar Rally along with two dozen other young men.  He was 4-F due to a bout of depression for which he had been hospitalized temporarily.  While working as a janitor at a coffee house he went down the street to barrow a vacuum, when he was attacked by three rednecks.  He received a scalp wound.  The three rednecks were let go by the police, witness to the discrimination against counter-culturalists.  He obtained a position as the Administrative Assistant at the Midwest Film Academy and edited the Celluloid Quarterly.  In 1969 he was hired by the Mann Theater chain to a 50 hour a week job as the Campus movie theater manager just off campus at the University of Minnesota.  He organized with another theater manager two 50 film, 16 mm film festivals.  The pay was $75 a week for a 6 day week, so he left after a year.  Early in 1970 he became involved with the Beaver 55, a group of two dozen activists including seminary students, who raided the Minneapolis and St. Paul Draft Boards.  This disrupted draft operations in these two cities for several months.  After that he sat-in at buildings to be demolished to build a McDonalds in Dinkytown next to the University of Minnesota.  The buildings were raised after hundreds of demonstrators were forced off the street by the police and heavy equipment immediately came in and demolished the buildings but people turned the site into a People’s Park the next day.  
He demonstrated with students in the 1970 Student Strike at the University of Minnesota and with 30,000 protesters who marched from the University of Minnesota to the State Capitol in St. Paul to testify for alternatives to the invasion of Cambodia and the murders at Kent State.  He and six friends marched with large red flags and became the Red Flag Brigade that was joined by several hundred other demonstrators.  At the time he sold ads for and copies of Hundred Flowers an underground newspaper.
In the early summer of that year, Glen and a community organizer, one of the Banks brothers, jointly organized two dozen college students and Black neighborhood activists to go to Cuba in late August of 1970, as part of the Second Venceremos Brigade.  The purpose was to help out and tell the truth about advancements made by the Cuban Revolution.  He arrived in Cuba on the day of the 10th anniversary of the Committees in Defense of the Revolution, a people’s militia formed to defeat the attempted U. S. government backed Bay of Pigs invasion to overthrow the revolution.  Glen and his group from Minnesota planted citrus trees on the Isle of Youth, formerly the Isle of Pines, the prison island of former dictator Batista.  Glen toured the main island for two weeks to see the advancements of the revolution and the problems caused by the U. S. trade blockade.  Upon returning from Cuba, Glen refused a meeting with the FBI who vaguely threatened him by asking for his employer’s name.  He responded it was Hundred Flowers newspaper.  They then asked if that is what he was going to be doing with his life and he answered for the time being yes. 
Glen became involved with the Vietnam Study Groups at the Free University, founded during the 1970 Student Strike at the University of Minnesota.  He co-edited the Vietnam Newsletter with Diana Johnstone, a French Teacher and antiwar activist.  At a student antiwar conference at Michigan State, he met, through Johnstone, Daniel Ellsberg, the author of the “Pentagon Papers.”  In 1971, Glen traveled as a Protestant observer to the Paris Peace Talks with the Minnesota Catholic Commission of Inquiry into a Just Solution to the War in Vietnam, organized by Johnstone.  He met Madam Binh, top negotiator for the Vietnamese, and Vietnamese Buddhist monks opposed to the war.  He prepared a report for the Methodist Church in Minnesota.  The U. S. delegation to the talks presented a cold shoulder to the Catholic Commission.  For a season Glen had a relationship with Johnstone, 13 years his senior before she returned to France.  In the fall of 1971 he joined the Socialist Workers Party.  That is where he learned his trade union organizing principles from trade unionists that learned from the Dunn brothers and Farrel Dobbs, leaders of the 1934 Teamsters truck drivers strike which along with A. J. Muste’s leadership of the 1934 Toledo Autolite strike, and the 1934 San Francisco Longshoreman’s strike, propelled the organization of the industrial unions.
In the fall of 1971 Glen became Co-coordinator of the Minnesota Peace Action Coalition (MPAC) and set up an educational outreach program to college campuses in five states. Many campuses made use of the program speakers and when the U. S. bombed Hanoi in the spring of 1972, every campus that had a speaker had a significant demonstration.  Glen with others in MPAC organized another march and mass demonstration of 50,000 at the Minnesota state capitol.  Glen has considered his efforts to end the war in Vietnam his most important contribution to humanity because it brought an end to the deaths on both sides caused by U. S. intervention that President Kennedy began but was on the verge of ending when he was assassinated and for which Martin Luther King was killed.
In 1973-74 Glen was a book representative for a small publishing house, Pathfinder Press, in New York City for a year.  While there, he aided in the organization of rallies both in Manhattan and Brooklyn to protect Haitian political Immigrants from deportation.  He contributed to the USLA publication on the status of Latin American Political Prisoners.  One of his interesting experiences , as someone who grew up not having contact with blacks until college, was walking down the streets in Harlem as the only white in a sea of black people as he went to sell books at the Malcolm X Bookstore. 
Glen, upon returning to Minnesota, worked for three years, 1975-78, at the University of Minnesota Hospital as a janitor, pharmacy stores clerk, and nursing station stores clerk, while co-editing the hospital’s AFSCME 1164 union newsletter and acting as a union steward.  He married his first wife, Faith Einerson, in late 1977.  She too was in the SWP and co-edited the 1164 Organizer.  In 1978, they moved to north Toledo, living on Erie St. and Columbus. He worked for two railroads, the Detroit Toledo Shoreline as a track laborer and the Detroit Toledo Ironton as a braker, she worked at Interlake Iron.  Then he worked at Bunting Brass foundry as a centrifugal casting machine operator, and two auto parts stamping plants, Bingham Stamping and Peters Stamping.  Faith and Glen separated and divorced in 1980.  In the spring of 1980 during the recession of 1980-82, Glen was laid off from Champion Spark Plug when they shut down the Enterprise Blvd. plant.  Later Champion moved all operations out of Toledo and eventually to Mexico.  Faith and Glen left the Socialist Workers Party as they decided so called democratic centralism was authoritarian.  Unemployment during the 1980 recession didn’t suit him, so Glen worked for a lawn service company making little more than unemployment before landing a job in late 1980 at the Sun Oil Refinery in East Toledo where he worked as a Chief Process Operator in the Fluid Catalytic Cracking Unit for 25 years before retiring in 2005.  He was his Unit’s Trainer for 9 years. 
In 1980, Glen moved to Oak Street and then Arden Place in East Toledo  and was active in the East Toledo Community Organization (ETCO), and was co-editor of ETCO’s newsletter in the early 80’s. He campaigned with Dave Beckwith and Terry Glazer to defeat the ¾% payroll tax which only with negotiations with the community organizations for stipulations that 1/3 be set aside for capital improvements was later passed.
In 1983, Glen married Andrea Ellis, a Visiting Nurse RN from Lorain, Ohio. Glen moved from East Toledo to South Toledo where he and Andrea bought a home. They met in the Nuclear Freeze movement and later founded Toledo Jobs with Peace. Andrea and Glen raised two children, Lena and Steven, who were home schooled.  Steven lost his hearing to meningitis when he was a one year old and insurance wouldn’t pay for a Cochlear Implant until he was five. Steven then got a Cochlear implant and hears and speaks well today.  He and Lena both studied at Bowling Green State University (BGSU). Lena graduated Magna Cum Laude with Honors in Studio Art and went on to earn a Masters of Fine Arts from Michigan State University. Steven studied Visual Communications Technology at BGSU for three years before entering into a narrative film making career. Andrea went back and received a Masters in Counseling degree from University of Toledo and now works for Lorain, Ohio Mercy Hospital, living with her mother.  In 2017 Glen and Andrea separated and divorced.
In 1984, during the Oil, Chemical and Atomic Workers Union (OCAW) five month strike at Sun Oil, Glen played a role as an organizer of the Sunoco gas station boycott.  During the strike he also completed a course as a computer technician at Control Data Institute.  He demonstrated at AP Parts with the UAW and wrote up that confrontation between strikers and police for Labor Notes and a west coast newspaper.  He chose to go back to Sun rather than attempt a career as a computer tech.
Glen was the OCAW Ohio Legislative Representative for District Seven for a number of years.  Glen campaigned with the OCAW and Sun Oil Company against the Clinton administration’s allowing the importation of high olefin content Venezuelan gasoline while at the same time setting stricter standards on domestic gasoline.  The campaign was won. Venezuela later sued the U. S. under GATT, the predecessor of the WTO, which exposed how that agreement could be used to undermine U. S. laws.  From 1980 to 2016 Glen opposed NAFTA and the outsourcing of American manufacturing jobs and supported Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur, a Democrat, who said she was against NAFTA but voted against its replacement.
In 1990, he organized a forum at the UAW Local 12 hall to educate the trade union movement on health care issues and the single payer alternative.  Glen was instrumental in bringing together the first activists in Toledo for Single Payer National Health Care.  The two dozen representatives from many organizations met with Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur.  It took her more than a decade to support it.  Glen received special recognition from the NW Ohio Regional Social Workers Association for his health care campaigning.  He also campaigned for a Labor Party and worked on conferences for this issue. 
Glen organized political support for both Independent and Democratic Party candidates in the early 1990’s, supporting and raising funds for Independent Mike Ferner for Mayor in 1992. He was health care activist and Democrat Karen Krause’s Labor Coordinator in her run for Ohio State Representative in 1996. He was instrumental in her winning endorsement from every single labor union in Toledo and raising more than $30,000 in contributions.  In 2018 he supported Independent Sandy Spang for both Toledo City Council and Mayor.  He provided funds to the Toledo Chamber of Commerce to pay for Priority Based Budgeting for the City of Toledo.
In the early 1990’s Glen attended the University of Toledo and in 1995 earned a degree in Education with a major in Public Affairs and Community Service with industrial training as his specialty. From 2003 to 2014 he took 26 courses at the University of Toledo in Anthropology and related studies accumulating more than 70 credit hours in Anthropology, some for credit and most as audit courses as part of the 60+ credit program in the College of Adult and Lifetime Learning. 
In 2000, Glen resigned his trainer’s assignment and while still working at the refinery, using vacation time, he began an avocational career in archaeology.  In 2005, Glen retired from Sun Oil and started devoting all his time to archaeology.  He worked nine seasons with the Cleveland Museum of Natural History Archaeological Summer School on excavations at the OEC site in Independence, Ohio, the Danbury site on Marblehead, the Burrell Orchard site near Sheffield, and the Heckelman site near Milan, all in NE and NC Ohio.  At the same time, he worked seven years with the Firelands Archaeological Research Center ( FARC ) in Amherst, Ohio, serving as President at one point, and lab supervisor, field supervisor, and Trustee at other times.  He was a major financial contributor to FARC, providing seed money.
Glen has worked nine years with the Western Lake Erie Archaeological Research Program originally based at the University of Toledo, excavating the Heckelman site, and Taylor site, also near Milan.  He worked one season at the Strawtown Enclosure site in Strawtown, Indiana.  He did a one week dig with the Center for American Archaeology in Kampsville, Illinois. Glen has toured, studied, and made presentations on the Mayan ruins in Belize and Guatemala.  He toured Aztec, Toltec, and Teotihaucan ruins in Central Mexico.  Glen volunteered as University of Toledo Archaeology Lab coordinator for eight years, training two dozen student volunteers in archaeological lab methods.  During those eight years Glen was also Dr. Stothers Research Assistant. Glen also taught three anthropology courses during part of one semester at the University when Dr. Stothers was ill.
Glen has designed 20 PowerPoint archaeological presentations given separately or jointly with David M. Stothers, Ph.D., former Archaeologist at UT.  These were presented to a dozen local, statewide, and regional archaeology organizations in Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Windsor, Ontario, amounting to more than 50 presentations.  He organized to bring in Dr. James Adovasio, a nationally known archaeologist, to speak at the University in 2007.  He organized a day long Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, and Ontario Archaeology Conference at the University of Toledo in 2009.  In 2013-2015, Glen excavated with the Sandusky Bay Chapter of the Archaeological Society of Ohio at the Metz, Dillon, and Kramer sites near Milan.  Glen contributed two articles to the Ohio Archaeologist and was coauthor of an article in the 2016 issue of the Archaeology of Eastern North America on the pottery of the Huron River Native Americans from 300 B.C. to 700 A.D.
In 2010 he was President of the Western Lake Erie Archaeological Research Program and Trustee of the Sandusky Bay Chapter of the ASO.  Additionally he was a founding member and a major donor of the Firelands Archaeology Research Center ( FARC ) in Amherst, Ohio; a member of the professional archaeologists’ Ohio Archaeology Council ( OAC ); Eastern States Archaeological Federation ( ESAF ); River Raisin Chapter, Michigan Archaeological Society ( MAS ) in Monroe, Michigan; Windsor Chapter of the Ontario Archaeological Society ( OAS ); the Blanchard River Archaeology Club in Findley, Ohio; the Center for the Study of First Americans at Texas A & M University; and the Archaeological Conservancy based in New Mexico.    

In addition to financing political candidates, Glen has funded several archaeological groups, a Buddhist temple building project, and two local film festivals, the Glass City and Maumee Film Festivals.  Glen was a financial backer and publicist for his son Steven’s film work and was an organizer for the Glass City Film Festival. 


It was in 2016 that Glen decided to support Donald Trump because he campaigned hard on ending NAFTA and returning manufacturing jobs to the U.S.  Glen also noted a trend of the mainstream media  to be biased on behalf of Hillary Clinton.  Once Trump won, the bias became even greater and it was apparent to him that we were headed towards a corporate fascist state.  Glen is supporting Republican candidates who are moving towards supporting the working people of the middle class. 

 In 2018 Glen married Katherine Crittchet Smith, who together, make a good pair.  She is Secretary of the Sandusky Bay Chapter of the Archeological Society of Ohio and he is Vice President.  In 2018 the Sandusky Bay Chapter initiated, at his urging, a journal, Archaeology of North Central Ohio.  He became the Editor and three volumes have already been printed.  In addition, Glen has had another article printed in The Archaeology of Eastern North America, a third article in the Ohio Archaeologist, and eight articles in the Archaeology of North Central Ohio. 
Glen comes from a working class family.  His dad was a postal worker and his mother was a sales worker, finishing up as a rental manager of a large apartment complex.  He is a common working class guy who has educated himself and became an organizer for many political, union, and community issues.  He has been an educator in refinery operations, on archaeological topics, and union and community issues.  He has never sat idly by, and at 76 still gets involved, and takes action.  He is knowledgeable on politics, unions, community, and archaeological issues. 
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